The Shepherd’s Voice

Monday of the Fourth week of Lent: 3/23/20
My dear Parish family,


Today is Monday of the fourth week of Lent.  The Mass readings are Isaiah 65: 17-21; and the gospel is John 4: 43-54

At that time Jesus left [Samaria] for Galilee. For Jesus himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his native place. When he came into Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, since they had seen all he had done in Jerusalem at the feast; for they themselves had gone to the feast. Then he returned to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. Now there was a royal official whose son was ill in Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, who was near death. Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe.” The royal official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus said to him, “You may go; your son will live.” The man believed what Jesus said to him and left. While the man was on his way back, his slaves met him and told him that his boy would live. He asked them when he began to recover. They told him, “The fever left him yesterday, about one in the afternoon.” The father realized that just at that time Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live,” and he and his whole household came to believe. Now this was the second sign Jesus did when he came to Galilee from Judea.

Opening Prayer: Lord, I believe that you are making all things new in my life and that the power of your Resurrection is already at work in me through my Baptism. I hope in that same Resurrection, that even now as I unite myself to you, I will one day rise to live with you. I love you, Lord Jesus; help me to love you even more for who you are, and not simply for what you do.

Encountering Christ:

Saint John, in his gospel, constantly emphasizes faith as the necessary ingredient needed to obtain a miraculous cures from our Lord.  In today’s gospel, John weaves the story of the cure of the royal official’s son around a growth-in-faith process in the official.  Jesus seems to upbraid the official by saying: “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you do not believe.”

The official sees Jesus not for who He is nor for the message He is preaching; he sees Jesus as a miracle worker.  Like any person in desperation, he will go to whatever source, wherever there might be hope for a cure.  For the royal official, Jesus had the gift of healing.  The faith of the official is insufficient, uninformed and too self-centered.  Jesus worked cures and preached the truth to reveal that He was the Messiah, not just a good man who could work miracles.
The royal official was brought to a rich faith, and his prayer of petition now had all the necessary ingredients for a perfect prayer of petition: humility, faith (belief in the person of Jesus, and that He could and would respond to the petition of healing), persistence, and trust.

As a royal official in the household of Herod Antipas (who ordered the martyrdom of John the Baptist), this official had to have courage and humility to come to Jesus.  While his faith was initially shallow and insufficient, he did come to believe in Jesus as Messiah, the One who would save Israel.  The Gospel tells us that he and his whole family became believers.

Our prayers of petition must be similarly endowed with these qualities of humility, faith, persistence, and trust.  This kind of faith brings us to God, who grants us everything.  

Conversing with Christ: Lord Jesus, enlighten the eyes of my heart, to see you for who you truly are: the Son of Man, the Savior of the World. Give me the grace to live a sacrificial Lent, trusting that you will bless my efforts for the good of others.  

Resolution: Lord, today by your grace I will add one little sacrifice to my day with the hope that you will multiply it for the good of those I love.
Make a Spiritual Communion: 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.

Prayer:  O God, who through your word reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that with prompt devotion and eager faith the Christian people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen

Community Updates:

You can access weekday Mass on some cable or satellite stations.  Eternal Word Television Network broadcasts Holy Mass at least three time a day.  Holy Family Radio (channel 720 AM) also broadcasts the audible Mass a number of times a day.  

I hope to write to you this week with a way for you to come to Mass next Sunday, stay in your car, watch the outdoor Mass, and listen to it on your cell phone.  Deacon Robinson believes that the system he has in place will allow for this possibility.  We will then distribute Holy Communion from car to car.  In these difficult days, it is important to continue to nourish our faith and be fed by Jesus with His Eucharistic Body.  We will continue to search for creative ways to celebrate our faith and minister to your spiritual needs.
You might think about praying a rosary as a family, at least pray one decade together.  Please remember in your prayers and intentions all who work in the medical profession and those scientists tirelessly working to find a vaccine for the coronavirus.

There is a box of Station of the Cross booklets by the first Station to your left at our outdoor Stations of the Cross.  You may want to use them, as individuals or as a family.  

Above all, stay calm and be filled with trust.  Try to reach out to the elderly and single people, even with a phone call each day, to ease their sense of isolation and anxiety.  Our love for them will assure them that Jesus is with them.  Also, make sure you look after their physical needs, especially if they need a meal or groceries.  There are parishioners available to go grocery shopping or deliver meals.
If you know of anyone who could use a pastoral visit, please let me know.  Also, send this daily message to other parishioners who may not be receiving it.  You might ask them to contact the parish with their email addresses.
May Mary, health of the sick, intercede for us to God.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on me.  (say three times)

