	The Third Sunday Of Advent
	December 16, 2018


	Mass Intentions

	December
	17
	8:00 AM
	Intentions of Father Donald Raila, O.S.B. req. by Teresa Warlow

	December
	18
	8:00 AM
	Gordon Stowell requested by Dave & Patty Suydam

	December
	19
	8:00 AM
	Barbara Mondell requested by Nancy & Terry Stanton

	December
	20
	8:00 AM
	Nora Gallant requested by Joe & Helen Oltheten

	December
	21
	8:00 AM
	Father Anthony Larry requested by Mark & Ginny Ticehurst

	December
	22
	 5:00 PM
	Lena Golden requested by Teresa Warlow

	December
	23
	8:00 AM
	People Of The Parish

	
	
	10:30 AM
	Barbara Mondell requested by Jerry & Karen Kupris

	 
	
	 
	 


	Liturgical Ministries for the Week of  December 22-23

	
	Lectors
	Extraordinary Ministers
	Servers

	 
	
	
	

	 5:00 PM
	Pat Pray
	Gwen Pray
	Terry Meek

	
	
	
	Dave Suydam

	
	
	
	

	8:00 AM
	Debbie Whitmoyer
	Scott Sheaffer
	Dominic Failor

	 
	 
	 
	Anna Horn, Helena Krieger

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 10:30 AM
	Nicole Wood
	Julie Richelderfer
	Henry & Blaise Robinson

	 
	 
	 
	Jakob Robinson


	Schmidt Center Cleaning

	 

	December 23
	Elizabeth Morrison & Pat Harshberger
	

	
	
	

	December 30
	Phyllis & Helena Krieger
	


	Next Sunday’s Readings

	Please prepare for Mass and the Homily by reflecting on these texts from the Sacred Scriptures

	
	
	

	Micah 5: 1-4   
	Hebrews  10: 5-10 
	Luke  1: 39-45


	Christian Stewardship                                

	Last Sunday’s Collection amounted to:$4,147.79       

	The Collection on this date one year ago amounted to: $3,807.15                        

	

	May God Bless you for your generous and responsible stewardship!!!
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“Rejoice always,” St. Paul tells us today.  This is “rejoice” Sunday.  Surely we can rejoice in anticipation of Christ’s coming.  In the Liturgy we revel in the rose colors that remind us of spring – new life about to be birthed into the dead of winter.  We remember our own new life in baptism, and the many lives that have been part of the birthings and dyings of our lives.  We rejoice in life, in all the lives that have touched ours and enabled us to become the persons we are this day.  And we pray that “the God of peace…sanctify [us]” so that we may ever more surely and faithfully “make straight the way of the Lord” Who comes.  Lord, You are coming to save us.  Already You are near, soon to free us from our sins.
Remember the Sick of our Parish in your charity and prayers: Beth Kingsborough, John and Martha Kapp, Joan Mathews, Russel Montrose, Dennis Haag, Crystal Groff, Rose LaVia, Raymond Smith, Bill Sharman, Pat Conroy, Bill Davies, Elsie Seagrist, and all the long-suffering in our community and at Perry Village.
Deacon Robinson’s Contact Information: You may contact Deacon Robinson at his cell phone (717-602-6298) or through his email: dcnrobin@ptd.net.
On Line Information:  You can access the weekly bulletin and information at our parish website at www.stbernardsnbpa.org. 

Prayer Group meets each Wednesday morning at 8:30AM in church.  If you have prayer intentions for your loved ones or family members, for sick co-workers or people in the community, please give them to Marie Dishman for prayer and spiritual support!
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St. Bernard’s Children’s choir will sing musical selections at the 4pm Advent Vespers on Sunday, Dec. 16. Rehearsals will be held following the 10:30am mass on Nov. 4, 11, 18, and Dec. 2, 9, and 16.

March for Life January 2019: The St. Bernard Knights of Columbus are again sponsoring and subsidizing a bus down to Washington DC for the annual March for Life. This year's march will be on Friday, January 18.  As in prior years, we will have Mass at 7:15 AM and then board the bus to depart St. Bernard by 8 AM.  Please feel free to invite all pro-life people you know to join us on the large 59 passenger bus.  Let's fill the bus!  Those not attending Mass should plan to arrive by 7:45 AM.  The cost this year is again $20 per adult, and $10 per youth 16 and under.  Youth must be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Knights of Columbus Christmas Cards: Our Knights are offering Christmas cards for sale.  They were designed by the children in our CCD program.  Cost is $15 for a pack of 15 cards and can be purchased after Mass at the kitchenette.

[image: image4.png]


The Mitten Tree: Each year at Christmas, our parish reaches out to our own parish family and the community and provides approximately 125 gifts for those less fortunate.  Again, this year, everyone is invited to select an ornament from our Mitten Tree and fulfill a Christmas wish for the needy.  For many people, these are the only gifts they will receive.  The Mitten Tree is located at the main doors of the Church.  Only one gift per tag!! Your gifts should be returned by December 16th.
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Advent Vespers and Covered Dish Dinner:  All parish families, especially our children, are cordially invited to an Advent Vesper Service and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, followed immediately with a covered dish dinner in Dattilo Hall on Sunday, December 16th at 4PM.  A special visitor will arrive for the children.  You are requested to bring a salad, vegetable dish, or dessert.  The meat course will be provided by the parish.  Please sign up at the bulletin board so adequate provisions can be made.  For further information, please call Erin Jenkins at 834-6946.
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Church Decorating for Christmas will take place after Mass on Sunday, December 23rd at 11:30 AM.  Your gracious assistance is needed to help with the Christmas trees and poinsettias that beautify our sanctuary.  Please sign up at the bulletin board if you can assist us.

Home-made Wooden Cross Ornaments: The children of our 3rd grade CCD will be offering a hand-made wooden cross ornament for sale on the weekend of December 15/16th.  The cross depicts the nativity of Christ and are being offered for $5.00 per cross.  All proceeds benefit the Missionary Childhood Association which assists children in mission lands.

Ushers Needed: If you want to serve our parish as an usher during Mass and other liturgical services, please sign up at the bulletin board.  A  training session will be held in late January to outline the duties and responsibilities of ushering. We will discuss issues of church security and medical emergencies. Please seriously consider serving your parish family in this capacity!

Remember: The mood of the Advent season is one of somber spiritual preparation that increases in joy with each day. So the worldly “Christmas” commercialism that surrounds it in the Western world should be overcome as much as possible. We should strive to keep the liturgical season of Advent holy, penitential, reflective, and prayerful, always remembering, as they say, that “He is the reason for the Season.”  Jesus came once in the flesh; He comes to us now in spirit and power; He will come again in glory!

Give the gift of Blood: Our parish will host the winter blood drive for the Central PA Blood Bank on Sunday, January 27th from 8:00AM to 12 Noon.  With our efforts, patients will see another tomorrow.  Please sign up for a convenient time and give someone the gift of life.

PARISH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

November 12, 2018

The meeting of the Parish Council began with prayer at 7:00 p.m.

Present were: Pat Pray, Yvonne De Paulis, Linda Myers, Father Sharman, Karen Kupris, Erin Jenkins, Olney Innerst, Mary Blair, Scott Shaeffer, Dave Suydam, Mary Ann Cully and Terry Meek.  Deacon Robinson, Bill Davies and Nancy Stanton were excused.  

A planned presentation from guests from Geisinger Holy Spirit had to be rescheduled to our January 2019 meeting.

Church Security presentation was given by parishioner Jory Harlan which was quite informative.  He reviewed steps that our parish could take to provide added security/protection of which several we already have put in place.  He will meet with the ushers in January to discuss their role in assisting with security.

Election of officers was held: Bill Davies was re-elected as President: Terry Meek was re-elected as Vice President and Yvonne De Paulis re-elected as Recording Secretary.

The roles of the various Missions of Parish Council were presented, Mission Chairpersons were selected and reports given: 

Mission for Pastoral Administration- Pat Pray will again head this mission.  Budget and Finance – the finance council reported that our budget and expenditures for the fiscal year 2017-2018 were balanced and our parish was able to place $39,000 in savings in revenues over expenditures.  That report was placed in the parish bulletin for parishioners to review.

Buildings and Grounds – The church and narthex were painted in September by John Blair, David Suydam, and Patrick Pray.  These parishioners contributed their time and expertise.  Materials for the job amounted to $2100.  They saved the parish over $8,000 in labor costs.  In addition to the painting, frames will be placed around the statue of Mary and the Crucifix in the narthex.  These additions will add beauty and a focal point to our narthex.  Our parish is most grateful to these parishioners. Parish Finance Council will meet Thursday, November 15 at 7:00PM to review the quarterly budget reports. Parish Census-Three new families were registered over the summer and one was deleted due to death. 

Mission for Pastoral Ministry- Erin Jenkins will head this ministry. Bereavement Committee – The Committee provided three funeral luncheons for parish families since our last Council meeting.  Faith Connections Adult Fellowship – This group continues to meet the third Thursday of the month in the parish hall for lunch, a movie, and discussion.  Special thanks to Martha Havens and Jane Haag for coordinating the program. Knights of Columbus – The Knights are offering Christmas cards for sale.  These cards were designed by our CCD students.  Our Knights are also sponsoring a bus to the March for Life in Washington, DC on January 18.  Seats are still available. Youth Ministry – our Youth hosted a Mother/Daughter luncheon in October that was well attended.  They will also host their annual Widower/Widows Christmas dinner on December 1st following the 5:00PM Mass. Advent Wreaths – The DeFrancesco Family will coordinate this year’s Advent Wreath Get-Together on Sunday, December 2nd at 2:00PM in the Parish Hall.

Advent Vespers and Covered Dish – This annual Advent celebration for our parish will take place on Sunday, December 16 beginning at 4:00PM with Solemn Vespers and a covered dish dinner.

Mission for Liturgy and Worship- Dave Suydam will head this mission. Liturgical Music – David O’Donnell is currently planning our advent and Christmas music program.  The parish changed our missalette company this year.  Instead of Oregon Catholic Press, we will begin using the Pew missalettes produced by Ignatius Press.  The new missalette will contain all the Sunday readings as well as the Entrance and Communion Antiphons.  Mr. O’Donnell has also begun a Children’s Choir for the Advent Season.  The children will assist in singing the Advent Vespers service.

Latin Choir – Continues to practice each week on Wednesday evenings and they sing at four masses each month.

Prayer Group – continues to meet each Wednesday morning after Mass.  Church Art and Environment – Christmas cleaning will take place on Saturday, December15 at 8:00AM.  The church will be decorated for Christmas on Sunday, December 23 after the 10:30 Mass.  Ushers – our ushers will meet with Jory Harlan in January 2019 to discuss security for our church, especially during the celebration of Mass.

Mission for Christian Education- Olney Innerst will again head this mission.  Pre-Cana Mentor Couples – There are currently no weddings yet scheduled for 2019. Bible Study – the study of Galatians by Jeff Cavins of Ascension Press began on September 13th and will end on November 15th.  Thirty-four parishioners signed on to attend the study and we averaged about 22 attendees per session.  The decision on the next book to be studied has not been finalized yet.

RCIA Program – currently hosts 8 participants and meets each Tuesday evening. School of Religious Education CCD- There are 90 students enrolled this year.  Confirmation will be held at St. Bernard’s on Saturday, April 13 at 10:00AM.  Adult Education – Deacon Robinson is offering an Apologetics program this year.  They meet once a month and reflect on the Catholic Churches relationship with other Christian and non-Christian denominations.

Mission for Social Welfare and Justice- Mary Blair will head this mission again. Pro-Life Activities – Our parish participated in the Cemetery of the Innocents on Sunday, November 4th at the Central Baptist Church in Millerstown.  There were about 20 parishioners present.  We also participated in the Life Chain on Sunday, October 7th in the Square of New Bloomfield.  St. Bernard’s Prolife meeting was held on Friday, September 28th at 6:30PM with 6 parishioners in attendance.  The meeting had to be rescheduled due to other parish activities going on. Holding the meeting on a Friday evening made for low attendance. Normal attendance averages from 10 to 15 parishioners.  All parishioners are invited and encouraged to attend.  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 29th.   The Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring a bus to the March for Life in January.  The cost is $20.00 for adults and $10.00 for youth.  This year, the annual Cemetery of the Innocents dedication service was held on Sunday, November 4th at 2:30PM, at Central Baptist Church, located off Routes 22-322 near Millerstown.  There were 40 crosses to represent each child that was aborted in Perry County in 2017.  This was an increase of 4 from the 36 children killed by abortion in 2016.  Matthew Wagner, of the PA Prolife Federation was the guest speaker.  Approximately 60 people were in attendance from several churches.  St. Bernard’s attendance appeared to be down from previous years.  PA Prolife Federation Prolife Voters guides were passed out after all Masses the weekend of November 3rd and 4th.  The amount collected for the Baby Bottle Campaign which was held between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day was $2300.  The Carlisle Area Family Life Center was extremely happy and grateful for the generosity of St. Bernard’s parishioners.  Parish Nursing Ministry – report by completed by Karen Kupris. Blood pressure screenings were held: June 9/10 with 5 people screened and one referred to physician for follow-up and Bulletin board topic- Stroke Awareness; July 7/8 with 3 screened and no one referred for follow-up and Bulletin board topic-Skin Cancer Prevention; August 11/12 with 6 screened and no one referred for follow-up and Bulletin board topic- Falls Prevention for Seniors; Spetember8/9 with 4 screened and no one referred for follow-up and Bulletin board topic- What is a Concussion?; October 13/14 with no one screened as we were unable to provide nurse coverage for 2 Masses. Bulletin board topic- What You Should Know About Blood Pressure.   Parish Nurse Annual Meeting was held on September 18.  The nurses currently serving the parish are Roseanne Wheatley, Lea Dailey, Kim Lane, Patti Gravante and Karen Kupris.  Review of blood pressure screening records showed that there are 67 active charts.  Parish nurses checked, updated and removed expired items from the first aid kits in both the church and Schmidt Center.  The bodily fluid kits were also checked and updated.  AED: the pediatric pads and adult pads for the AED will expire in November and December.  New Pads have been purchased and will be replaced at the appropriate time.  The AED battery will not expire until 2022.   Food Bank and Collection – Several parishioners assisted in food distribution at the Perry County Food Bank in October.  Thanks to Ed Durand for coordinating our participation in the food bank program.

Our Parish Advent and Christmas Liturgical Schedule was provided.

Change Missalettes – December 1st at 8:00AM

First Sunday of Advent – December 2nd

Parish Advent Penance Service – December 3rd at 7:00PM

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8th

Church cleaning – Saturday, December 15th at 8:00AM

Advent Vespers and Covered Dish, Sunday, December 16th at 4:00PM

Christmas decorating of Church, Sunday, December 23 at 11:30AM

Christmas Eve Masses – December 24 at 6:00 and 9:00PM

Christmas Day, December 25 at 9:00AM

Weekend of the Holy Family, December 29/30 – regular weekend schedule

New Year’s Eve, Feast the Mary, Mother of God, Monday, December 31 at 5:00PM

New Year’s Day, January 1st at 9:00AM

OLD BUSINESS

Soffit/Portico lights were torn out and replaced as a result of wind and bird damage. Another cost-savings for our parish was the generosity of time by several parishioners in keeping the grass of the church property mowed.  Many thanks to them!

NEW BUSINESS

The tile floor in the sanctuary is now becoming a real safety hazard.  After being put on hold for a couple years, we must start discussions with contractors on the best way to fix it.  The under-layment is the issue causing the tiles to pop up and grout to crack.   Bids will be obtained; parishioners will be used to rip up the existing floor to save money, but professionals will be hired to install the new flooring. 

The new hymnals which will be placed for Advent will be from a different publisher/supplier.  Since many of the hymns in the current one are never used and entire readings are not available, a new hymnal was found by David O’Donnell, our Director of Music, that not only has fewer hymns (still over 250) but includes readings and the antiphons.

A discussion was held about the subsidy that we pay for children of parish who attend St. Patrick’s school in Carlisle. Father Sharman was able to talk to them and get our subsidy down but still wants to know how their cost is derived.  We have 21 youth attending there costing our parish $28,000.

Our parish received an anonymous letter which Father read to Parish Council.  Unfortunately, because it was not signed, Father and Council cannot respond to the person/persons who wrote it and he will write an article for the bulletin which will address the content of the letter which basically questions the finances of our parish and the newly created fund for sexual abuse survivors in the Diocese.

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS

There were no suggestions or comments in the Suggestion Box. The next council meeting will be held January 14, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting ended with prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Yvonne DePaulis

Church Weekly Calendar


Sunday, December 16th (Third Sunday of Advent)


Confessions, 7:00-7:45AM


Masses, 8:00AM and 10:30AM


CCD, 9:15-10:15AM (SC)


CCD Practice for Christmas Pageant, 9:30AM


Practice for Children’s Choir, 11:30AM


Advent Vespers/Covered Dish Dinner, 4:00PM


Monday, December 17th 


Mass, 8:00AM


Packing Christmas Baskets/gifts, 8:30AM


Tuesday, December 18th 


Mass, 8:00AM


No RICA


Wednesday, December 19th 


Mass, 8:00AM


Prayer Group, 8:30AM (C)


Latin Choir Practice, 7:00 PM


Thursday, December 20th 


Mass, 8:00AM


Friday, December 21st 


Mass, 8:00AM


Saturday, December 22nd 


Confessions, 4:00-4:45PM


Mass, 5:00PM


Sunday, December 23rd (Fourth Sunday of Advent)


Confessions, 7:00-7:45AM


Masses, 8:00 and 10:30AM


CCD, 9:15-10:15AM


Church Decorating for Christmas, 11:30AM





�





Christmas Masses





Christmas Eve


Mass with Children


6:00 PM


This Mass is primarily for families 


with small children





Solemn Mass on Christmas Eve


9:00 PM





Mass on Christmas Day


9:00 AM











